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election of pastors.
[A.D. 1773
of the canvas. The time must, however, come at last, when on< of the factions must prevail, and one of the ministers get possessior of the church. On what terms does he enter upon his ministry but those of enmity with half his parish ? By what prudence o: what diligence can he hope to conciliate the affections of that part] by whose defeat he has obtained his living ? Every man who votec against him will enter the church with hanging head and downcas eyes, afraid to encounter that neighbour by whose vote and infiu ence he has been overpowered. He will hate his neighbour fo opposing him, and his minister for having prospered by the oppo sition; and as he will never see him but with pain, he will neve see him but with hatred. Of a minister presented by the patron the parish has seldom any thing worse to say than that they di not know him. Of a minister chosen by a popular contest, al those who do not favour him, have nursed up in their bosoms prin ciples of hatred and reasons of rejection. Anger is excited prin cipally by pride. The pride of a common man is very little exas perated by the supposed usurpation of an acknowledged superioui He bears only his little share of a general evil, and suffers in coir mon with the whole parish ; but when the contest is between equals the defeat has many aggravations; and he that is defeated by hi next neighbour, is seldom satisfied without some revenge; and i is hard to say what bitterness of malignity would prevail in a pai ish where these elections should happen to be frequent, and th enmity of opposition should be re-kindled before it had cooled.'
Though I present to my readers Dr. Johnson's masterl; thoughts on the subject, I think it proper to declare, tha notwithstanding I am myself a lay-patron, I do not entire! subscribe to his opinion.
On Friday, May 7, I breakfasted with him at Mr. Thrale' in the Borough. While we were alone, I endeavoure as well as I could to apologise for a ladyl who had bee
1 Lady Diana Beauclerk. In 1768 Beauclerk married the eldei daughter of the second Duke of Marlborough, two days after lx divorce from her first husband, Viscount Bolingbroke, the nephew < the famous Lord Bolingbroke. She was living when her story, s slightly veiled as it is, was thus published by Boswell. The marria£ was not a happy one. Two years after Beau clerk's death, Mr. Burk looking at his widow's house, said in Miss Burney's presence:—' I ai extremely glad to see her at last so well housed; poor woman! tl
divorcee, and bring discord into families. The minister would be taught all the arts of a candidate, would flatter some, and bribe others; and the electors, as in all other cases, would call for holidays and ale, and break the heads of each other during the jollity
